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dangerous anti-Islamic policy. To this, Missionsinspektor Axen 
feld gives a splendid and clear answer in the “ Reichsbote,” 
SEPTEMBER 12th, 2911. 

Islam, christliche Mission und 
deutsche Politik. The article deals principally with the visit, 
Bishop hlynsch, a Roman Catholic missionary of German East 
Africa, paid to the German Emperor, and of the strengthening 
influence on Islam of recent occurences at Tripoli. 

Berichte der Rheinischen Missions Gesellschaft, Barmen, AUGUST, 
1911. Bilder aus der Batakmission:’ Im Zentrum der Batak- 

- Berlin, NOVEMBER lFith, 1911. 

I. F. 

mission. 
- SEPTEMBER, 191 1. Bilder aus der Batakmission.-Neueste 

Nachrichten. 
___ OCTOBER, 1911. Zum funfzigjahrigen Jubilaum der Batak- 

mission.-Bilder aus der Batakmission.-Neueste Naehrichten. 
Die Christliche Welt, Marburg, 1911, No. 9. Johannes Awetaranian : 

1st der Islam reformfilhig. This article of the well-known convert 
from Islam, being a continuation of an article of the same author, 
“ Unterredung niit einem Muhanimedanischen Dumakandidaten ’‘ 
(Christliche Welt, 1910, No. 32), points out that it is a hopeless 
enterprise of the Young Turkish leadeis to bring about any 
reformed Islam or to teach people the Christian ideas of liberty, 
equality and fraternity, while the people themselves are being 
governed by as dull n fanaticism as before. The only way to 
secure the political reforms and to lift up the people is by the 
Gospel. 

Rudolf Otto : Tagebuchhliitter nus Mnrokko 
und Algier. The writer, professor of religious philosophy in the 
University of Gottingen, gives his interesting observations on 
lpligious and social life during the short visit he paid to the 
North-western coast of Africa. He especially deals with the 
popular forms of Islam brotherhoods, saints. and so on, and 
states that there are a lot of striking parallels with resembling 
ideas of the .Jewieh and Roman Catholic faith. A. H. 

So. 30-33, Vom Wege. 

_ _ _ _ - ~  _____-- 

NOTES ON CURRENT TOPICS. 

The London Mosque Fund. 
THE fact that distance lends enchantment to the view is evident 
from the notices in the Mohammedan press of India regarding the 
project of a mosque in London. “The Mussalrnan ) )  of Calcutta 
recently devoted a !ong editorial to the subject and shows how this 
mosque will prove a rallying centre for Mohammedans and be a grcat 
factor in the future growth of Islam. In  the eame paper the patrons, 
presidents, etc., of t,he mosque fund are mentioned, and an interesting 
letter from the chairman of the committee, Seyyid Arneer Ah, is 
printed. Among fhe trustees we find the names of Lord Ampthill, 
G.C.S.I., G.C.I.E., and Lord Rothschild, P.C., G.C.V.O. We quotc 
two paragraphs from the letter of the chairman, dated a t  the Reform 
Club, Pall Mall, London :- 

’’ I beg you to accept bhe best thanks of the Executive Committee 
of the London Mosque Fund for your assent to join the General 
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Committee and to help in bringing to a successful issue the pious 
project of erecting a Mussalman place of worship in London. The 
Commit- do not wish to dwell on the incalculable and far-reaching 
good that, is likely to flow from the existence of a mosque in the 
metropolis of the British Empire, for besidw ministering to the 
spiritual needs of the Mussalmans Rojourning in England and bringing 
together Moslems from different parts of the world and fostering a 
brotherly feeling among them, it would help to remove ancient 
prejudices and to draw closer the bonds of sympathy between the 
British people and the followers of Islam. 

.‘ In respect of the Moslem youths coming to England for purposea 
of study. the mosque will prove a beneficent auxiliary to the Mussalman 
University in India by maintaining them not only as  good Moslems 
but aa loyal and self-respecting citizens. 

“It is the intention of the Committee, provided they receive 
adequate support and assistance from the Islamic world, especially 
froin those whom Almighty has endowed with means and wealth, to 
raise in London a mosque befitting the glory of Islam and the greatnew 
of the Empire in the centre of which it will be situated. To the mosque 
they pmpose to attach a reading-room and library, to organise suitable 
lectures after the weekly services and to adopt such other measures 
aa may be found lmt calculated to make it an attractive centrc of 
Rpiritual activity and Islamic culture, and thus to create a potent 
agency for safe-guarding young Moslems tenipornrily in England froin 
the temptations to which they are often exposed and for strengthening 
the moral foundations of their lives.” 

The appeal is headed by a quotation in Arabic from the Koran : 
“ Verily, they shall build the mosque of God who believe in God and 
in the inst day and are faithful in prayer.” 

The Gospel of Mark. 
It is well-known that workers among Moslems who are ciigaged 

in the distribution of the Scriptures find i t  much easier to distribute 
by sale the Gospela of Matthew, Luke and John than that of Mark. 
Although in every other reap t  the Gospel of Mark seems well 
adapted, because of ita brevity and the rapid movement of the 
narrative, yet its introductory sentences always &Bern to &end the 
Moslem muid : ‘’ The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ the  
Son of God.” While thousands of copies of the other Gospels are sold 
by colporteurs in the Nearer East, the Gospel of Mark is not a favourite 
becn~ee the first verse is a stone of stumbling to the purchaser. 

It is  interesting in this connection to note that the difficulty is 
likely to be removed if future translations are based on A more accurate 
Greek text. The epithet, “Son of God,” in the first verse of the 
Gospel, is now generally considered as a gloss. M‘estcott and Hort 
omitted i t  in their recension, and 80 has Professor Eberhsrd Sestle in 
his resultant text. ”his latter text haa been dopted by the British 
and Foreign Bible Society aa the stanciard for its future translations 
and revisions, and 80 it is probable that the words will disappear in 
future versions. 

Islam in Burmah. 
Ai~ording to a m n t  article by Mohammed Djinguiz in the Revue 

& Mondc Musulnzan, the total number of Moslems in Burmnh is 
350,000, nearly all of them Sunnis of the Hanifi sect. Rangoon is tho 
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principal centre with 35,000 Moslems. Islam was not established in 
Burmah until after the British annexation, although there were a few 
&slems living in the Bengal frontier. In  Rangoon alone there are no 
less than twenty-eight niosques, some of them exceedingly well-built, 
one o€ them having cost over E13,000 sterling. 

Islam in South America. 
According to the same authority, whose figures may be slightly 

exaggerated but yet may serve as a guide for future investigation, 
the total number of Moslems in Central and South America is 158,477, 
divided follows :- 

Argentine Republic . .  .. . . 7,520 
Brazil . .  .. .. .. .. 100,600 
Chili . . . .  . .  .. .. .. 150 
Cuba . .  .. . .  . .  . . 2,500 
Mexico .. . .  . .  . .  . . 1,050 
Paraguay .. .. . .  . .  .. 300 
Peru .. .. .. . .  . .  .. 500 
Uruguay .. . .  .. .. .. 500 
British Guiana . . . .  .. . . 21,300 
Jamaica . . .. . .  . .  . . 3,000 
Trinidad . . . .  .. .. . . 10,500 
French Guiana . . .. .. . . 1,500 
Dutch Gaiana , , . .  . .  , , 3,000 

Scattcbred numbers make up the total. Seven Arabic journals are 
published regularly in Brazil, and the Moslems there are nearly all 
of thein negroes, descendants of Africans, and belong to the Sunni sect. 
They I i w  for the most part in Bahia and Rio de Janeiro. 

News from the Fiji Islands. 
A missionary writes from Labass questioning whether there is 

danger of Islam spreading in the Fiji Islands, to which reference was 
made a t  the Lucknow Conference. 

‘‘ It was a pleasure to read the report of the inspiring Conference 
at  Lucknow. One speaker, I noticed, 
raised the question of the spread of Islam in the South Seas. Cer- 
tainly many of our Moslems are keen missionaries. But the Fijian8 
no\vadays are all Christians in name at least ; they are not in the least 
likely to be influenced by indentured coolies, whom they hold to be 
slaves. Among the Hindus the Moslems meet with more success, 
that is to say as far us numbers are concerned, yet a leading Moham- 
medan, a keen proselytiser, sadly admitted to me that many of the 
conversions were not lasting nor indeed genuine.” 

\Ye learn from other sources that of the 7,000 coolies employed 
i n  the Fiji8 only about 200 are actually Moslems. 

One much wished to be there. 

The Islamic Association of Japan. 
According to the last number of The Islumic Fraternity, published 

a t  Tokyo, the little Moslem community there ‘‘ had the privilege and 
pleasn~e of having i n  thejr midst two Turkish religious teachers froin 
Peking. They were His Honour Ali Riza Efendi and Sayyed Taher 
Husaini. The former gentleman, by the cominsnd of His Imperial 
3Iajcsty the Sultan of Turkey and under the direction of His Eminence 
tlic Sheikh ul Islam, has been in China for four years giving religious 
in&-uctions to Chinese Muslims. Having rendered valuable services 
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to the cause of our holy religion in China, His Honour is about to 
retire to Constantinople, and his place will be occupied by his com- 
panion Sayyed Taher, who has recently arrived from Turkey in the 
Far East. Both of them are great scholars and men of light and 
leading. They took the opportunity of a short time a t  their disposal 
to pay a flying visit to this land of the rising sun a t  the height of the 
cherry blossom season. They stopped a t  the residence of Captain 
Ahmad Fadli of Egypt as his guests from the 2nd instant to the 15th. 
Mr. Fadli personally attended upon them, escorted them to important 
places and institutions, and introduced them to great generals and 
sea !or& like H. E. Field Marshal Prince Oyama, General Count Nogi 
and Vice-Admiral Baron Uriu. 

‘‘ On the 14th instantGood Friday-which may henceforth be 
considered as a red-letter day in the history of the Muslim community 
in Japan, was held under the presidency of His Honour Ali Rim 
Efendi, a meeting of Muslims of Tokyo, Yokohama and Kobe. All 
those present formed themselves into “ the Islamic Association of 
Japan ” with the object of spreading the true knowledge of Islam in 
this country through instructions and publications. This association 
by helping the Japanese seekers after truth and co-oprating with them, 
will constitute itself as a channel of intercourse between the Japanese 
on one hand and the Muslim world on the other.” 

The same paper contains a picture of all the Moslems of Tokyo 
(eighteen in number), including their visitors, and shows them a t  a 

Mohammedan Propagandism in Japan. 
Considerable correspondence has been going on in the Japanese 

press because of the recent efforts to put forward Islam as the coming 
religion of the Japanese. An interesting letter appeared in the 
Japan Advertiser of May 23rd, from which we quote two paragraphs :- 

L L  SIR)-~ have been reading the correspondence in the Advertiser 
anent Islam and Mohammedan propaganda in Japan. Permit me 
to express a few opinions on the subject. I am concerning myself 
solely with the consideration, ‘ Is Mohammedanism good or not good 
for the people of Japan 1 ’ 

“ I am a Christian, but I do not shut my mind to the probability 
that I am a Christian because Christianity has descended to me ; nor 
do I for a moment assert that calling himself a Christian makes a man 
praiseworthy, or that nations calling themselves Christian, or that a 
body of men who go to make up, or comprise the Church, have not 
done wickedly many and many times in their history. But for the 
true presentation and value of a religion we have to go direct to the 
founder and his teachings pure and unadulterated ; we have to con- 
sider how he imposed his ideas or his teachings ; how he lived, what 
he did during the period of his life on earth. In short, we have to 
consider the personal character of the teacher and his personal acts 
during his ministration, and we have to bring his teachings to the test 
of an analysis which will decide whether they are exalted, spiritual 
and humane, and thus good far the human race or whether they are 
not ; when we have done these things, then we can decide whether 
his religion or his teachings are good for a people or for any people. 

“Let US bring Mohammedanism to these tests, and what do we 
find ? That, the founder of Islam imposed his ideas by fire and sword) 
that he plundered the caravans of his enemies and massacred their 

laymen’s dinner ! ” b L  
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tribes. Such personal acts are not to be found in the life of Jesus 
Christ or of Buddha, and fire and sword were not wielded with their 
teachings. The Japanese would, therefore, be the most backward 
of nations if they would now go and choose deliberately a religion 
whose founder imposed his ideas by fire and sword and whose concep- 
tion of God was only power and force. 

Yokohama, May 22nd, 1911. 
" Yours, etc., 

The Sheriat and the Caliphate. 
Through the courtesy of The Orient we are permitted to give the 

following extracts from the Turkish paper Zia on one of the burning 
questions in the Ottoman Empire :- 

'' One of the propositions that has produced discord in the party 
of Union and Progress relates to the rights of the Caliphate and tbe 
equilibrium of National sovereignty. This means that the righta of 
the Sultanate have been curtailed so much that the Sovereign remains 
without authority. He cannot remove the ministers, nor dissolve the 
Chamber, nor appoint senators. In short, in the empire the Sovereign 
cannot do what he wishes. Here, how- 
ever, we are not in France. The Sovereign of the Ottoman Empire 
is not the President of the French Republic. As a matter of fact, the 
Sultan is clothed with the authority of Caliph. The chief of the faithful 
possesses a public authority over the Moslems. He is the Chief of 
chiefs. Consequently to leave him with no 
authority accords neither with the spirit of our country nor with the 
Sheriat (sacred law). This is what I understand by the equilibrium 
desired between the rights of the Caliphate and those of national 
sovereignty. If those who formulate these propositions intend to give 
them this meaning, they should say so. Furthermore, are we to 
understand that the rights of the Caliphate are above the law ? If so, 
if the Caliphate has a right superior to law, the desired equilibrium is 
not established. National Sovereignty would thereby be suppressed. 
It would be stripped of its rights if the Caliphate were placed above 
the law, according to the Sheriat. But is law opposed to the Sheriat ? 
The Sheriat, in which we believe because it accords with logic and 
morality, accords also with the interests of the people. If a law does 
not possess these qualities, neither Caliph nor people are bound to 
obey it. In  such a cme the right to be above the law should be ex- 
tended, not to the Caliph alone, but also to the people. The Moham- 
medan sacred law is a civilizing and social agency. The Caliph has no 
right lying outside this divine law. As soon as the Caliph places 
himself in opposition to this divine law, we have the right and the duty 
to disobey this Caliph. Submission must be in conformity to Moslem 
sacred law. Rulers, and especially 
the Sultans, who are Caliphs. cannot give orders or be obeyed except 
in conformity to the prescriptions of the law." 

Yellow Journalism. 
There is yellow journalism in the Moslem press no less than in that 

of Christendom, and when a Moslem writer of editorials desires to 
breathe threatening and slaughter against Christians in general, he 
knows how to wield the pen, as the following extract, published under 
the title, '' A Voice from the Kaaba," and printed in a Salonica news- 
paper, will show. 

" ~IMPLF, FACT. 

This might pass in Europe. 

His orders are obeyed. 

The Grand Sovereign is the law. 
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'' Fellow-Countrymen, rouse yourselves ! We are at a critical 
time. We are on the verge of 
destruction. Three hundred millions of Mohammedans have entrusted 
to us their sacred things and their fortunes. We are betraying that 
which God has committed to us. I n  our country we see darkness 
instead of dawn. Our people hear sinister news in place of good news. 
Instead of victory our government shows weakness, dismemberment 
and defeat. The interior of our country burns, and almost all our 
borders are on fire. And yet we still do not desist from mutual strife. 
' Such and such an official is all right ; this newspaper is RO and so ; 
that  programme is a bad one.' We spend our time in such criticisms. 

" k t  us consider for a moment our past, our present and our 
future. A stained and unworthy record of failure. 
When in 1256 we began an era of regeneration, what position did 
Europe, unable to forget the mailed fish of Selaheddin Eyoub, take 
toward us ? ' The Moslems are fooling the Christians. It is all a 
Rham,' said they ; and with such a propaganda they brought upon us 
a Greece, a Servia, a Bulgaria, a Montenegro. Then by the war of 
1293, having caused the dissolution of our Parliament, they buried 
under the boots of the Cossacks our Constitution in the grave of defeat 
at San Stefano. Did they not place over us a government of robbers 
and an accursed tyrant 1 

L L  And now as we read the history of three years of constitutionalism, 
what do we see '1 Hardly has the change of government been made 
when Bosnia and Herzegovina are snatched away ; the revolution of 
March 31st is barely suppressed when Eastern Roumelia is snatched 
away, the principality on the Danube proclaims its independence, the 
Bulgarian bagpipers put on crowns ; Greece claims Crete, Servia claims 
Novi Bazar, Montenegro claims Malissia. In our territory revolution 
breaks out and we see the tracks of foreigners ; a fire breaks out and, 
scraping around among the ashes, we find the finger-mark of an 
ambassador ; a robbery takes place, and connected with it is found a 
foreign interpreter. Arrest a servant and you will find in his purse 
foreign money. Examine a bomb and you will see the mark of some 
neighbour of ours. Look a t  a hat, and you will see the ribbon or the 
name of some nearby enemy. 

The foreigners 
are strong. They bite and devour us.' The money is being stolen 
from our hands, blood from our sides, religion from our conscience, 
honour from our brows, and we do not notice it. Section by sectionour 
fatherland is passing into the hands of foreigners, while many of us do 
not own a span of earth, nor ground enough for a grave ; and then 
we cry ' Long live the Fatherland ! ' From the turban on our heads 
to the sandals on our feet, all are of foreign manufacture ; and then 
we cry, ' Long live Ottomanism ! ' How have the foreigners succeeded 
in doing this ? We imitate only 
the bad qualities of the foreigners. Is it a sin to try to learn their 
virtues, too ? Will the deluge come if we even resist them by imitating 
their wiles mi well, in time of need 2 

'' Within three years they have wrenched from our hands the non- 
Moslem elements, and have thrust them into a position detrimental 
to our political system. Now they have undertaken to bring discord 
even between the Moslem elements, indeed in some places they have 
stirred up a blazing rebellion. They have come into the Parliament, 
they have forced a way into the palace, they are walking about our 

Wake up, oh followers of the faith ! 

What do we see ? 

What more signs do we want 2 
" ' For God's sake let us not molest the Franks ! 

By egging us on to internal strife. 



104 THE MOSLEM WORLD 

barracks, One place only remains undefiled,--our heart and con- 
science. If there, too, we show foreign cap and garb, shall we not 
draw upon ourselves the wrath of God ? 

The same 
happened in 1293. 0 fellow citizens ! 0 co-religionists ! If we wish 
to guard our faith and our honour, let us close ranks under the banner 
of unity. For our religion prevents our separation, and in union is 
strength and victory.” 

“ Our neighbours are preparing and arming themselves. 

Railways in Turkey. 

A study of the new railways in operation or under construction 
in the Turkish Empire is an encouraging comment on the old prophecy : 
“ Prepare ye the way of the Lord ; make straight in the desert a high- 
way for our God.” Difficulty of communication has been one of the 
obstacles to the spread of the Gospel in the Empire, especially on ita 
outskirts, and the  fact^ that so much of the new railroads is under the 
control of foreigners is equally significant. We learn on good authority 
that of the 7,380 kilometres of railroad now in operation or actually 
under construction in the Ottoman Empire, only 1,600 kilometres, or 
the Hedjaz railway, come directly under Turkish control. The Ger- 
mans administer 2,339 kilometres ; the French, 1,989 ; the Austrians, 
965; the British, 518; the Belgians, 41. Of these roads, 1,162 
kilometres are under construction. 

Foreign Missions Board of North America and Islam. 
A t  the last conference of Foreign Missions Boards Secretaries of 

North America, the following resolutions were adopted in reference to 
the Moslem problem :- 

Resolved, That this Conference urge upon its constituent Boards and 
societies the necessity for giving special prominence in prayer and 
agressive missionary effort to the needs of the Moslem world, so that 
the Church of Christ may keep step with her Divine Leader in the 
signal developments which are now affecting Islam. 

That the new quarterly, THE MOSLEM WORLD, be commended to 
those who are praying and labouring for Moslems, both as an agency 
for communicating news concerning Islam and as a forum for the 
discussion of the conditions and needs of Islam and also of the best 
methods of reaching Moslems. 

That the Conference request the Committee on Reference and 
Counsel to deal with any special interests in which the Lucknow 
Conference may desire co-operation by a committee of the Boards in 
America ; and that the present committee be discontinued. 

That the Committee of Reference and Counsel be instructed to 
cable to the Lucknow Conference, when it shall meet, the greetings of 
this Conference, and that this Conference engage in prayers this 
morning in behalf of the gathering at  Lucknow. 




